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Vote by mail
Vote early

Vote at the polls on Election Day
November 2, 2010

Join the LWV— where men and

women like you are actively

engaged in making change

happen on the local, state and

national level!

Social Security: Dollars and Sense 
Saturday, October 16, 2010

Speakers:   Lindy Grissett, Social Security Administration
 Tony Apap, Retired Professor, University of West Florida

New Lucia M. Tryon Branch Library
Coffee 9:00 am - Program 9:30 am

The League of Women Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area  will discuss the
issue of Social Security on Saturday, October 16, at the new Tryon Branch Library
on Langley Ave.  

The Social Security Act was signed into law by President Franklin Roosevelt
on August 14, 1935. Originally, in addition to several provisions for general
welfare, the new Act created a social insurance program designed to pay retired
workers age 65 or older a continuing income after retirement. The law provided a
wide range of programs to meet the nation's needs. In addition to the program we
now think of as Social Security, it included unemployment insurance, old-age
assistance, aid to dependent children and grants to the states to provide various
forms of medical care. 

Join the discussion of Social Security, learn non-political basic information
and hear the presentation of the current funding status and rumors about its
future viability. "

Ellen Freidin, chair of Fair
Districts Florida, spoke to a
group of local residents at
Gulf Coast Community Bank
on Monday, September 13.

 Freidin promoted the passage of
Amendments 5 and 6, which
would set standards for
legislative and congressional
redistricting following the 2010

census. She explained how the legislature uses gerrymandering to draw districts
to favor incumbency with the result that the legislature chooses its voters rather
than the voters choosing the legislators.

LWVF is part of the coalition promoting the passage of these two
amendments. "

Show your support with logo
 window decals.

Call 607-9170 or 937-7769

T
he League strongly supports FairDistricts
Amendments 5 and 6. Why?  Because
they will finally establish rules for
politicians to follow when they draw Congressional and legislative district

lines.  While carefully protecting the rights of minority voters, the rules will stop
politicians from designing districts to protect themselves and their parties and
instead require that districts be compact and community based.”
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(L to R) Dave Hoxeng, Cat Country 98.7, Ellen

Freidin, Fair Districts Florida with League

members Janet deLorge and Buzz Ritchie

http://www.lwvpba.org
mailto:lwvpba@Gmail.com
http://www.lwvfla.org
http://www.lwv.org
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President’s Message

Hey All,

A
utumn is here and with it
comes the last few
weeks of election
season. Our Voter

Services Committee, led by
Mary Bishop, continues to
act ively promote  vo ter
education as we approach the
final stretch to November 2. The
candidate questions for WSRE’s August Primary Rally
were a great success and the televised discussion covered
a range of important local topics in Escambia and Santa
Rosa Counties.

Once again, the Committee is hard at work writing
questions for WSRE’s General Election Rally this month,
scheduled for August 18 and 19.Hope you get a chance to
tune in – it should be an informative show!
The committee is also distributing 10,000 special Florida
League Election Voters throughout Escambia and Santa
Rosa Counties They are available at public libraries and at
the offices of the  Supervisors of Elections in the two
counties.  Copies can be delivered to community
organizations upon requests; in Escambia call Janet
deLorge at 607-9170 and in Santa Rosa call Deborah
Nelson at 981-2462.

At last month’s membership meeting, the six
Amendments slated for November’s ballot were discussed.
Thanks again to Mary Bishop and the committee members
for putting together a fantastic slide presentation that
touched on all the key points of each Amendment.  We
were also pleased to welcome former League President
Carol Ann Holmes and Pam Schwartz, who provided
insight into Amendment 8 class size issues in the local
school system.

Our volunteer speakers have made presentations to a
number of community organizations in the last few weeks
in our efforts to educate voters on the proposed
Amendments.  Thanks to Gene Pettis, Sharon Barnett,
Deborah Nelson and Janet deLorge who gave talks and are
scheduled to visit more groups in the coming weeks. 
Community responses have been encouraging and we hope
to talk to as many voters as possible, so that more voters
will go to the polls informed.

Aside from our big Elections finale this month, the
League will host a Saturday meeting on Social Security on
October 16.  Former UWF professor Tony Apap will
discuss the program’s current funding status and rumors
about its future viability. Hope to see you there!

Deborah, 449-1746

The League extends sincere condolences 

 to the family of Margaret Woerner, a long

 time valued League member. 

October 18 &
19  – 7 pm 

W
SRE, PBS for
the Gulf Coast,
presents “Rally
2010,” a general election televised candidate

forum. This special will feature local candidates from
Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa Counties, State
Senate and House seats, as well as candidates for Circuit
Court Judge. The Rally will take place October 18 and 19.
"

USE THE INTERNET TO BECOME
AN INFORMED VOTER IN 2010

T
his year you, the voter, will have a variety of
opportunities to become knowledgeable about
candidates for office and their positions on issues
of importance. The following is a source of

information for you to pursue.

 www.lwvpba.org 
� Our local website offers a local electronic voter

guide for Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties and
includes questions and responses (as they are
returned) from candidates in races for County
Commission, School Board, ECUA, Pensacola
Mayor, Pensacola City Council and Soil and Water
Conservation board.

� This website includes the pros/cons of the proposed
amendments along with photos and questions from
statewide candidates and the four Supreme Court
Justices who will be on the ballot for retention.

� There is also a link to WSRE-TV where one may
view Rally 2010, when candidates answered League
questions prior to the Primary. The October Rally
will be available for viewing after October 21. The
information will be available throughout the election
season.

www.Vote411.org
This LWVUS website offers information on candidates
for the Florida Senate and House of Representatives.
 
www.VoteAnyWhere.org
 This LWVF website points to the three ways one can
vote and presents the pro/con information on the
amendments in both English and Spanish.

League members listen
intently to pro/con material
of 2010 ballot amendments
presented by President
Deborah Nelson at the
October meeting. League
opposition to amendment 1
and support of 5 & 6 was
presented by Janet deLorge.

President Deborah Nelson

presents pro/con of ballot

amendments at September

League meeting.

http://
http://www.Vote411.org
http://www.VoteAnyWhere.org
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Voters Service Report 
by Chair Mary Bishop, 384-2931

Questions for WSRE – Committee members continue to
formulate questions for candidates who will be featured on
WSRE-TV Rally 2010 on October 18 and 19 at 7 pm.

Amendment Speakers – The League has received requests
from 10 groups for speakers on the proposed amendments.
The following members have spoken or will make
presentations before November 2:
Gene Pettis

Retired Teachers Association, St. Christopher Episcopal
and Pensacola Lions Club

Deborah Nelson
Pine Terrace Church, League of Women Voters
September meeting and Milton First United Methodist

Janet deLorge
Cantonment Ministerial Prayer Breakfast, Bethel AME
Church and Grace Lutheran Church

Sharon Barnett
Women for Responsible Legislation

Questions for League website  – Vivian Faircloth is
coordinating this project. Questions have been sent to
candidates and their responses will be posted on our website at
www.lwvpba.org

LWV Florida Special Election Edition Voter
Our local League has 10,000 Voters for distribution in

Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. More than 8,000 of these
flyers have already been handed out. Leaguers have graciously
responded to requests for assistance in this effort. The goal is to
reach as many voters as possible with non-partisan materials.
Please contact Janet deLorge at 607-9170 if you want flyers or
have suggestions for distribution sites.  

The Voters Service Committee members are available to
speak on pro/con information of the six Constitutional
Amendments on the November 2 ballot when requests are made
by community groups.  To arrange a presentation call 607-9170.
Pro/con information is available at www.lwvpba.org.  "

Leaguers Monitor Latest
 Land Development Code

N
atural Resources and Growth Management committee is
looking for help. We are following the citizens'
subcommittees who are making recommendations for
re-writing the Land Development Code for Escambia

County.  There are four subcommittees, which meet during the
day about twice a month. We have enough people to follow
three subcommittees but need one more. You can see a listing
of the subcommittees and minutes of previous meetings at
ldcrevisions.com. If you are interested in helping, please contact
Ellen Roston at 453-0730 or ekroston@aol.com. 

LWVUS PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Dear Leaguers,

I
hope you have been reading my blog. I
returned to Atlanta earlier this week,
energized by my experiences during this first
leg of my multi-state tour. Having taken a few

days off to process all that I learned, I am struck by
two things: (1) that anonymity is the enemy of truth
in almost every case, including electioneering, and
(2) even the most informed voter can be easily
distracted by well-constructed efforts to change the
terms of a debate.

With regard to anonymity, we need look no
further than the false information being put out by
special interests with regard to health care reform.
And, as the New York Times recently reported, these
special interests can hide their identities by donating
to nonprofit groups with innocuous sounding names
and with no obligation to reveal the names of their
donors.

This is the direct result of the Citizens United
decision, which was represented to a group of
knowledgeable League members in Phoenix two
weeks ago as an effort by the U.S. Supreme Court to
strike a blow for the little guy struggling to make
sense of complex federal regulation. A panelist made
this characterization with a straight face, and only
one person in the room challenged it. Moreover, the
other panelists did not challenge it!

There has never been a time when the League
was needed more than it is today. Not only do we
need to inform the public of the true facts of the
issues in our communities, but we need to inform
ourselves. Even as we arrange forums and do our best
to present balanced information, we need to be
prepared to challenge absurd assertions and outright
falsehoods.

Tomorrow I return to the road, first to Wisconsin,
then on to Illinois, Ohio and South Carolina. Now,
you can follow me via RSS feeds. Please sign up and
follow me!

In League, on the road again and blogging,
Elisabeth MacNamara

Fair Districts Phone Bank

T
he League of Women Voters of Pensacola Bay
Area plans to call likely voters and remind
them to go to the polls and vote "YES" on
Amendments 5 & 6 in November!  A script

will be provided.  
 This is an extremely important effort.  We need
you to participate, please consider this one of your
contributions to the League this year!  Call the
League line, 937-7769 and volunteer.

 It's Redistricting NOW, not later! 

http://www.lwvpba.org
http://www.lwvpba.org.
mailto:ekroston@aol.com
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=YMl5f7Yg%2F5rPSoeV2qkfpSza2oy%2F0PLy
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=i%2F5QGJFrcPh0SdmPWe8HeCza2oy%2F0PLy
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=i%2F5QGJFrcPh0SdmPWe8HeCza2oy%2F0PLy
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Calendar

October

10 Sunday, 2:00 pm Voters Service question
writing committee at the First Presbyterian
Church, 33 East Gregory.

18-30 Early Voting
• Supervisor of Elections Main Office, 213

Palafox Place, 2nd Floor
• Supervisor of Elections Annex, 292

Muscogee Road, Cantonment
• West Florida Genealogy Library (Formerly

Tryon Branch), 5740 N. Ninth Ave
• Southwest Branch Library, 12248 Gulf

Beach Highway
18-19  Monday & Tuesday Rally 2010 on WSRE-

TV, 7:00 pm General Election candidate
forum featuring Pensacola mayoral,
Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa as well
as judicial candidates.

19 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations
Committee, Azalea Trace Auditorium; a
discussion of “China Looks at the World” with
Anne Bunch as leader..  For further information,
contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352 or
gf1@students.uwf.edu

19 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Natural Resources
Committee, meeting at Caldwell & Associates
at 116 North Tarragona Street. Contact Ellen 
Roston, 453-0730.

November

2 General Election  
2 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at new Tryon

Branch Public Library, 1200 Langley Ave.
20 Saturday, 9:00 am General Meeting on Septic

Tanks in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties at
the Tryon Branch Library on Langley Road.

FOR 90 years the League of Women Voters

has been respected as the one of the leading

organizations with IMPACT across the United

States. Nationally respected, locally engaged, our

volunteers work on a non partisan basis to

understand issues and encourage informed and

active participation by our nation's citizens.

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:
League of Women Voters, P O Box 2023, 
Pensacola FL, 32513

$55 Individual membership 
$27.50 each additional household member
$27.50 student membership
Here’s my extra contribution to the League $ ____

My separate contribution to the Education Fund 
$_______

� I’m renewing my membership

Name(s) ________________________________

   ________________________________

Address ________________________________

Home Phone ___________ Business Phone _________

Email Address ___________________________

( Tax deductible contributions require a separate

check written to LWVF Ed Fund which is sent to the

treasurer.)

Reserve Your Spot Now
ST. AUGUSTINE EXPEDITION

 November 13-14, 2010

D
eirdre Macnab, President LWVF, has announced  the 
St. Augustine Expedition Weekend Trip in November.
This two-day excursion will provide a wonderful
opportunity to meet other League members from all

around the state, as well as spend time exploring the nation's
oldest city. LWVF has an exciting itinerary planned. 
Questions? Please contact our State Office at (850) 224-2545
or email our Executive Director, Jessica Lowe-Minor, at
LWVFExecutiveDirector@ gmail.com, for more information.

The League of Women Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area 

will promote in all aspects of the League’s activities, a

philosophy of inclusion that reflects the diverse

composition and issues of the community.

General Meeting

Saturday, O ctober 16, 2010

 coffee 9:00 am program 9:30 am

Social Security: Dollars & Sense
Lindy Grissett, Social Security Administration

 Tony Apap, Retired professor UWF
New Tryon Branch Library 

1200 Langley Road

mailto:gf1@students.uwf.edu

